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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: application filed 10/16/00. 

2. Claims 1-39 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 14, and 27, are independent claims. 

3. Claims 1-39 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Plantz in 
view of Doherty. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Plantz 
et al., USPN 6,088,702 filed (2/25/1998) in view of Doherty, 'Project-Specific Web Sites 5 , 
Interiors, March 1998. Vol. 157. Iss. 3. 

In reference to independent claim 1, Plantz teaches: 

If approved username and password data are supplied by the user, access to a menu of 
topics, subtopic, or chapters for which the author is authorized to contribute is provided along 
with a selection to view or edit the selected document (compare to ' the server site has defined 
user access permission"). See column 9, lines 27-34. An administrator invokes the group 
publishing system administrative control center, which could be accomplished from a separate 
computer. See column 11, lines 1-7. The process suggests similar client server techniques as 
those claimed within the limitation of the independent claim. 
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Plantz teaches the use of the Internet. More specifically, the network addressable device 
is a location within the communications network, such as an Internet address or Universal 
Resource Locator (URL). 

An Internet-based word-processing and editing Group Publishing System (GPS) for 
documents that allows updating of documents for all authorized users (compare to "invoked 
procedures obtain a connection across the internet between the application program with 
appropriate user access permissions on the client and the server site"). See column 5, lines 24- 
30. 

For purposes of logical disclosure of the GPS of the invention, publication projects are 
described as encompassing three key categories: (1) data storage and retrieval, (2) project 
management and (3) editing. The data storage disclosed suggests a similar function as a 
container. The storage facility taught by Plantz allows for the management of project 
information. The reference further discloses the GPS which provides a control window or 
interface, which allows the user to edit the document according to a style specified by the overall 
administrator of the GPS assembled project, to edit only a part of the document or to select 
additional modules which facilitate uploading of other data, such as pictures, video, or audio, 
however, the Plantz fails to explicitly disclose architectural project information, which includes 
drawings, documents, communications, and tasks related to the architectural projects. Doherty 
teaches project members of the one or more projects including defining access permissions for 
project members to access the project folders, drawings, and text files. Furthermore, Doherty 
teaches a means for accessing architectural project information using an interactive web site 
hosted on a server. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 



Application/Control Number: 09/690,326 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2178 

teachings of Plantz and Doherty before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
collaborative environment methods taught by Plantz to include the architectural information of 
Doherty, because it would have extended the project information control of multiple users in the 
implementation of an interactive collaborative website. 
In reference to dependent claim 2, 

If approved username and password data are supplied by the user, access to a menu of 
topics, subtopic, or chapters for which the author is authorized to contribute is provided along 
with a selection to view or edit the selected document (compare to "the server site has defined 
user access permission"). See column 9, lines 27-34. An administrator invokes the group 
publishing system administrative control center, which could be accomplished from a separate 
computer. See column 11, lines 1-7. The process suggests similar client server techniques as 
those claimed within the limitation of the independent claim. 

For purposes of logical disclosure of the GPS of the invention, publication projects are 
described as encompassing three key categories: (1) data storage and retrieval, (2) project 
management and (3) editing. The data storage disclosed suggests a similar function as a 
container. The storage facility taught by Plantz allows for the management of project 
information. The reference further discloses the GPS which provides a control window or 
interface, which allows the user to edit the document according to a style specified by the overall 
administrator of the GPS assembled project, to edit only a part of the document or to select 
additional modules which facilitate uploading of other data, such as pictures, video, or audio, 
however, the Plantz fails to explicitly disclose architectural project information, which includes 
drawings, documents, communications, and tasks related to the architectural projects. Doherty 
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teaches project members of the one or more projects including defining access permissions for 
project members to access the project folders, drawings, and text files. Furthermore, Doherty 
teaches a means for accessing architectural project information using an interactive web site 
hosted on a server. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Plantz and Doherty before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
collaborative environment methods taught by Plantz to include the architectural information of 
Doherty, because it would have extended the project information control of multiple users in the 
implementation of an interactive collaborative website. 
In reference to dependent claim 3, Plantz teaches: 

Upon selection of document topics to be viewed, a new display window is displayed on 
the user's monitor. The user is provided with the options of viewing documents by selection 
from a menu of subtopics. The menu options and separate and distinct windows suggest similar 
functions as that of a wizard, which provide help to user selections. See column 8, lines 40-45. 
In reference to dependent claim 4, Plantz teaches: 

The GPS provides a control window or interface, which allows the user to edit the 
document according to a style specified by the overall administrator of the GPS assembled 
project, to edit only a part of the document, or to select additional modules which facilitate 
uploading of the other data. See column 7, lines 36-42. 

In reference to dependent claim 5, Plantz teaches: 

The GPS provides a control window or interface, which allows the user to edit the 
document according to a style specified by the overall administrator of the GPS assembled 
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project, to edit only a part of the document, or to select additional modules which facilitate 
uploading of the other data. See column 7, lines 36-42. 
In reference to dependent claim 6, Plantz teaches: 

A top level of the system is accessed by linking to the uniform resource locator (URL) for 
the project to be authored or edited. As is by now well known in the art, the URL is an address 
for a unique file or set of files hosted on a particular server, linked to the Internet. See column 8, 
lines 1-7. 

In reference to dependent claim 7, Plantz teaches: 

Allows the administrator to change or delete and topic that is currently available in the 
topic database- facilitates entrance of new topics to the GPS topic database. See column 11, lines 
39-42. 

In reference to dependent claim 8-10, Plantz teaches: 

The GPS provides a control window, or interface, which allows the user to edit the 
document according to a style specified by the overall administrator of the GPS assembled 
project, to edit only a part of the document, or to select additional modules, which facilitate 
uploading of other data. See column 7, lines 37-45. The reference does not explicitly state 
locking and unlocking files; however, the administrator does provide a means of allowing 
specific user to edit and preventing others from editing, which suggest a similar technique as 
locking and unlocking document/files. 
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In reference to dependent claim 11, Plantz teaches: 

The user next has the option of specifying whether they are an "author" or an "editor". 
Selection of the "author" option, initiates a GPS subroutine calling for the authorized author to 
supply their username and password. See column 9, lines 25-35. 
In reference to dependent claim 12, Plantz teaches: 

To prevent unauthorized access, the GPS requires each user to provide a username and a 
password to access the editing module of the system. Once an editing session is in progress, the 
system allows no other user to access the editing module for that document, or edited document 
segment. See column 7, lines 30-37. 
In reference to dependent claim 13, Plantz teaches: 

The GPS includes a means for tracking all document information, including but not 
limited to all information necessary to reproduce the document. In addition to document content, 
this information includes, but is not limited to, style and layout rules, spelling dictionaries and 
information obtained by following links and cross-references to other publications. See column 
55-62. 

In reference to claims 14-26, the claims reflect the methods comprising instructions used for 
performing similar limitations to those of the apparatus claims, 1-25, respectively, and in further 
view of the following, are rejected along the same rationale. 

In reference to claims 27-39, the claims reflect the article of manufacture embodying an 
application program interface used for performing similar limitations to those of the apparatus 
claims, 1-25, respectively, and in further view of the following, are rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 12/20/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues on pages 8 and 9 of the amendment that neither reference alone nor the 
combination of the references teaches or suggest all limitations of claim 1. Applicant further 
states that Plantz describes a web-based Group Publishing System for permitting coordinated 
publishing, assembly and administration of text; however, nowhere does Plantz describe an 
application programming interface (API) as recited in the claims. Because the claim limitations 
are to be given their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the internet 
access and data retrieval methods of Plantz inherently utilizes a generic WinSock API when 
accessing the internet and the communications methods utilizing TCP/IP communications. The 
Examiner notes, that WinSock is the standard sockets programming API for the Windows 
operating system. It was well known and typical at the time of the invention for WinSock API's 
to provide access to the Internet through socket API's and allow different Microsoft Windows 
software applications to communicate. The combination of the two references, Plantz and 
Doherty, provide a reasonable interpretation of the claimed limitations when read as a whole and 
the Mitchell reference has been provided to illustrate the WinSock API for accessing the internet 
and communication methods utilizing TCP/IP communications. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Ludwig whose telephone number is 571-272-4127. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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